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LOOK AT 
CRIME 
STATS 



January - July 2020 

Citywide 
And compared to January - July 2019 

• 33,498 in 2020 compared to 
34,398 in 2019. 

• Assaults down by 281.  

• Drug offenses down by 290.  

• Larcenies down 1,387.

From January 2017 to May 17 a particularly harrowing time in Old Town, Citywide crime was 
34,771 with 3% of them, 1,087 in Old Town.



PEARL AND OLD TOWN 
January - July 2020 

Offenses 
by type 
• Of the offenses reported in Portland 

80% is property crime with it being 
55% of the offenses in Old Town as 
compared to the Pearl at 82%.  

• Unfortunately, although person 
offenses have been reduced, 28% of 
person offenses in Old Town remain 
at 28% as compared to the Pearl at 
11%. 

• Society crimes also loom large in 
Old Town at 17% as compared to 
7% in the Pearl.  I make these 
comparison as the two 
neighborhoods share the same zip 
code (97209) and the boundaries 
more imagined than real.

Armed Wing? 

Samual Stein in his book , Capital City, maintains that “Urban police forces 
act as the armed wing of the real estate state…” and, it would appear the 
Justice Department believes so as well and with the blessing of our 
President, the real estate mogul.



PEARL AND OLD TOWN 
January - July 2020 

Offenses 
by mAJOR 
CATEGORIES 

• HOW ARE POLICE 
RESOURCES ASSIGNED IN 
TERMS OF PROPERTY, 
PERSON AND SOCIETY 
CRIMES? 

• HOW DOES THIS COMPARE 
WITH THE INCIDENCE 
REPORTS AND WHAT PEOPLE 
ARE CALLING IN ABOUT? 



OLD TOWN 
2020 COMPARED TO 2019 

ALL 
Offenses 

• ASSAULTS DOWN. 

• DRUG AND NARCOTIC 
OFFENSES DOWN. 

• LARCENY OFFENSES DOWN. 



think 
about 
• Does the Police Bureau report monthly on 

crime trends, based on offenses, to the 
leadership and members of neighborhood 
associations with a report customized to the 
neighborhood when public safety is 
challenging to the residents? 

• Why “incident reports” are not also 
reported year to date and monthly by the 
Police Bureau to the neighborhood 
associations. These may be even more 
revealing as to “livability” rather than 
focusing solely on events that become 
official “offenses.”  

• Why public safety is not on the agenda of 
all Committees of a neighborhood 
association rather than assigned to a 
“Livability” Committee often perceived as 
being for “resident” issues.  

• Crime and Incident reporting statistics 
remain out of the reach of most of our 
citizens, even those holding positions in 
neighborhood associations. 

Please note: 

The way I generated this report is time consuming and requires 
way too much double checking as I no longer have access to data 
analysis tools and the analysts who know how to use them.  It is 
based on the monthly report available on the Policy Bureau site at  

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/71978.  

It barely goes beyond counts and offers little in the way of trends 
or analysis which is called for given the demand for more 
transparency and the reallocation of dollars.  

The City’s Office of Neighborhood Development, now Community 
and Civic Life, was charged with crime education, including 
developing crime prevention programs, acknowledged to me that 
crime stats were NOT part of such education or prevention and, as 
such, it was no one’s “job” to provide them.    

Why this was so is beyond me.   

We all need to talk with the City leadership about the numbers and 
how we are going to educate our citizens as to crime keeping in 
mind neighborhood, race, income, and age differences - basic 
demographics. 

Ruth Ann Barrett,  

September 29, 2020, ruthann@pdxdowntowner.com. 
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